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EU Results Framework Indicator methodology note 
	1. Name of indicator
	Number of women of reproductive age and children under 5 benefiting from nutrition related programmes with EU support.

	
	

	2. Which sector 
	Food and nutrition security (Agriculture and Food Security)

	
	

	3. Technical Definition 
	This is an output indicator, providing a count of the number of:

· Women in reproductive age, paying particular attention to pregnant and lactating women, and adolescent girls (age range based on national definitions)
· Infants and children under 5 years of age, paying particular attention to children from 0-59 months
.

benefiting from EU assistance through nutrition programmes during the reporting year. Such programmes specifically target children and women, have specific nutrition objectives, and outcomes contributing to nutrition (i.e. nutrition sensitive as well as nutrition-specific programmes according to the SUN methodology). Examples of such nutrition programmes include: dietary diversification through agricultural programmes.  Nutrition programmes can also include advice and training on nutrition and food utilization. Mass publicity communication efforts e.g. general distribution of health nutrition leaflets, are excluded.

	
	

	4. Rationale (including which policy priority, and how is this indicator linked to that policy priority)
	The indicator allows the EU to capture the reach of nutrition and nutrition related (i.e. nutrition sensitive) programmes across sectors and across countries, and thus to demonstrate the scale of its nutrition work globally. It provides a complementary perspective to the impact analysis derived from the prevalence of stunting amongst under-five year old children. 
The main policy documents providing a framework for this indicator are:

 i) the European Commission's Communication “Enhancing Maternal and Child Nutrition in External Assistance: an EU Policy Framework” (2013). The Communication is a policy document and therefore does not refer to recommended indicators. 
ii) the EU Nutrition Action Plan (http://ec.europa.eu/europeaid/action-plan-nutrition-commission-staff-working-document_en) that specifically indicates women in reproductive age and children as the population to be targeted in priority through the EU nutrition interventions.



	
	

	5. Level of disaggregation
	Figures should be disaggregated between women and children aged 5 or under. Disaggregate children under age 5 by sex.
Where possible, disaggregate by other relevant levels, e.g. wealth quintiles.

	
	

	6. Data Sources (including any issues on (i) different definitions by source, and (ii) level of availability of the data)
	EU Project and programme coverage measured through monitoring systems: annual and final reports from implementing organisations, (governments, international organisations, non-state actors, service providers), baseline surveys, ROM mid-term reviews, and evaluations. Use national level statistics for calculations where appropriate, e.g. Budget Support, multi-donor trust funds providing national interventions.


	
	

	7. Data calculation (including any assumptions made)
	The number reached through these programmes should be measured as follows:
i. Where the programme directly targets children 5 or under and/or women the numbers should be taken directly from programme information.

ii. Where the programme targets a wider age group, and/or men, it will be necessary to determine the size of the population to whom the programme is available and the size of the population actually accessing the programme (coverage). The number of children under 5 and the number of women reached can then be estimated using the % of each group from routine population statistics.

iii. The numbers benefitting from these programmes refer to unique, individual women and children; therefore it will be important to ensure that there is no double counting between programmes, especially between nutrition sensitive and nutrition-specific programmes. In other words, any beneficiary is counted only once even if they benefit from more than one intervention. 
iv. There can also be double counting of the same individuals across years for the same intervention. To avoid this type of double counting, take a peak year result. Alternatively if reliable project information is available you can include results from multi years. For example, take the number of individual women and children benefitting from nutrition and nutrition related programmes in year 1, then in year 2 identify new women and children benefiting (that were not supported in year 1) and add this to the total from year 1.
v. Where countries have multiple programmes, the EUDs need to return the total unique reach of the programmes. 
vi. In case of Budget Support, calculate results for each year of the EU assistance, then pick a peak year (or appropriate cumulative) result. When calculating results, please consider the entire period of support provided by EU assistance. 


	
	

	8. Worked examples
	The EU is supporting the distribution of iron/folate supplements to pregnant women during antenatal health days as part of a national roll-out supported through a multi-donor trust fund. These reached 80% of the pregnant population of the country (around 50,000 women in any year). In this case, use appropriate national level statistics to work out the number of pregnant women reached.
The EU is supporting the treatment of severely malnourished children in two centres in the northern part of country X, over a four-year period. Health centers do not keep tracking of individual children. In this case, the number of children reached is reporting using the peak year of project's reporting of under five's treated.


	
	

	9. Is it used by another organization or in the framework of international initiatives, conventions, etc? If so, which?
	DfID uses this indicator in its Scaling Up Nutrition: The UK’s position paper on under-nutrition, September 2011 (http://www.imtf.org/_uploads/DFIDscalingupnutrition.pdf) and its detailed definition can be accessed at https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/indicator-methodology-notes
G8 New Alliance – the USA Feed the Future initiative includes this indicator in its Feed the Future Indicator Handbook: Definition Sheets, October 2014 (https://www.feedthefuture.gov/resource/feed-future-handbook-indicator-definitions). 
UNICEF reports on coverage of nutrition-specific interventions e.g. Tracking progress on child and maternal nutrition. A survival and development priority. UNICEF 2009 (http://www.childinfo.org/files/Tracking_Progress_on_Child_and_Maternal_Nutrition_EN.pdf).
The World Bank includes the indicator ‘People with access to a basic package of health, nutrition, or reproductive health services (number)’ as one of its core sector indicators (see:  Core Sector Indicators and Definitions, July 2013 http://siteresources.worldbank.org/PROJECTS/Resources/40940-1367867968385/CoreSectorIndicatorsList.pdf).


	
	

	10.Other issues
	N/A


� The Lancet Series on Nutrition of 2008 identified the first ‘1000 days’ as a ‘crucial window of opportunity’ for preventing and addressing undernutrition.






