	1. Name of indicator
	Percentage of women aged 20-24 years old who were married or in union by age 18 and by 15 

	
	

	2. Which sector (using Result Framework heading)
	Gender equality and women’s empowerment 

	
	

	3. Technical Definition 


	The term ‘child marriage’ is used to describe a legal or customary union between two people of whom one or both spouses is below the age of 18. 

	
	

	4. Rationale (including which policy priority, and how is this indicator linked to that policy priority)
	Child marriage is a manifestation of gender inequality, reflecting social norms that perpetuate discrimination against girls.

Its prevalence is an indicator of gender equality, and likely to be included in the post 2015 SDGs (OWG 5.3 eliminate all harmful practices such as child, early and forced marriage and female genital mutilations). 

Worldwide, more than 700 million women alive today were married before their 18th birthday. More than one in three (about 250 million) entered into union before age 15 (UNICEF data 2014). Boys are also married as children, but girls are disproportionately affected. 

UNICEF data shows that: 

- Lower levels of education are found among women who married in childhood. 

- Child brides are often unable to effectively negotiate safer sex, leaving themselves vulnerable to sexually transmitted infections, including HIV, along with early pregnancy. 

- Child brides typically end up having many children to care for while still young. 

- Child brides are also less likely to receive proper medical care while pregnant. 

- Child bride mothers are not physically mature enough to give birth, placing mothers and babies at greater risk during pregnancy and childbirth.
Ending child marriage will help break the intergenerational cycle of poverty by allowing girls and women to participate more fully in society. Empowered and educated girls are better able to nourish and care for their children, leading to healthier, smaller families. 

According to UNICEF data, The practice of child marriage is slowly declining. Progress is most dramatic when it comes to the marriage of girls under 15 years of age. Globally, 1 in 4 young women alive today were married in childhood versus 1 in 3 in the early 1980s. But progress has been uneven across regions and countries. 

	
	

	5. Level of disaggregation
	The indicator should be disaggregated by age: women under 18 years of age and women under 15 years of age.

	
	

	6. Data Sources (including any issues on (i) different definitions by source, and (ii) level of availability of the data)
	1. For the purpose of monitoring this indicator the data source is the SDG Indicators Global Database. http://unstats.un.org/sdgs/indicators/database
>select SDG indicator 5.3.1 – Proportion of women aged 20-24 years who were married or in a union before age 15 and before age 18 ’ 

MICS surveys are typically carried out by government organisations, with the support and assistance of UNICEF and other partners. Technical assistance and training for the surveys is provided.

UNICEF works closely with other household survey programmes, in particular the Demographic and Health Surveys (DHS) programme http://dhsprogram.com/What-We-Do/Survey-Types/DHS.cfm The DHS includes information on age at first marriage. 

2. Population data can be found at  http://esa.un.org/unpd/wpp ; > select download data files, following the link that provides ‘population by age groups- female’
This will give the number of women aged 20-24 data for each country we operate in and which is to be used for weighting. 

	
	

	7. Data calculation (including any assumptions made)
	To be calculated by:

 i) taking the latest available data on the percentage of women 20-24 years old who were married or in union by age 18 (by age 15)  where the EU has external action programmes from the database;

ii) multiplying this number by the number of women aged 20-14 for the country in that same year; or if not available, the nearest year for which data is available from UN (using the medium fertility variant). 

iii) adding the numbers calculated under ii) for all the countries where the EU has external action programmes. This will give the first element of the percentage of women 20-24 years old who were married or in union by age 18 (by age 15)
iv) adding together the number of women aged 20-24 for all the countries where the EU has external action programmes. This will give the second element for a weighted percentage of women 20-24 years old who were married or in union by age 18 (by age 15) 
v) dividing the first element (see iii) by the second element (see iv). This will give the weighted percentage of women 20-24 years old who were married or in union by age 18 (by age 15)

	
	

	8. Worked examples*
*Examples correct at time of writing (Jan 2015)
	Cameroon

2011: percentage of women 20-24 years old who were married or in union by age 18:     38.4% 

2011 number of women aged 20-24:     1,017,074
Kyrgyzstan   

2012: percentage of women 20-24 years old who were married or in union by age 18:     7.8%

2012 number of women aged  20-24:      306,351
The weighted percentage of women 20-24 years old who were married or in union by age 18 

= (0.384*1,017,074+0.078*306,351)/   (1,017,074+306,351) 

=31.1%

	
	

	9. Is it used by another organization or in the framework of international initiatives, conventions, etc? If so, which?
	UNICEF within framework of Convention on the Rights of the Child. 
Part of the SDG global indicator framework for the Goals and targets of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development, SDG Indicator 5.3.1 – Proportion of women aged 20-24 years who were married or in a union before age 15 and before age 18
Under Goal 5 Achieve gender equality and empower all women and girls, and Target 5.3 Eliminate all harmful practices, such as child, early and forced marriage and female genital mutilation


	
	

	10. Other issues
	Periodically estimating the extent of child marriage at the global, regional and country levels is a legitimate way to track progress towards its elimination. However, such estimates represent averages only, there are marked variations within and among countries and regions. To identify the most marginalized, excluded or otherwise disadvantaged groups, data should be disaggregated according to key variables (level of education, place of residence, household wealth, ethnicity etc.) when possible at country level. 

Trends might be difficult to establish in developing countries where no two consecutive household surveys with data on child marriage have been concluded. Many lack the evidence to document prevalence and trends in child marriage. Disaggregated data in particular can be unavailable.



