	1. Name of indicator
	Proportion of seats held by women in national parliaments

	
	

	2. Which sector (using Result Framework heading)
	Gender equality and women’s empowerment

	
	

	3. Technical Definition 
	Proportion of seats in national parliaments occupied by women. This is an MDG indicator (3.3)
The proportion of seats held by women in national parliaments is the number of seats held by women members in single or lower chambers of national parliaments, expressed as a percentage of all occupied seats.

The indicator is calculated as the total number of seats occupied by women divided by the total number of seats occupied in parliament and multiplied by 100.



	
	

	4. Rationale (including which policy priority, and how is this indicator linked to that policy priority)
	Greater voice and participation for women, and their inclusion in decision-making processes fosters a more enabling legal, social and cultural environment for gender equality and women's empowerment. This in turn can lead to greater efficiency and growth, further poverty reduction and improvements in human development.
International human rights treaties (including Convention on the Elimination of all forms of Discrimination Against Women CEDAW) underline the fundamental rights of women to non-discrimination, equal participation, and highlight the importance of removing all barriers to women’s equal participation. 

CEDAW (Article 7) calls upon States parties “to take all appropriate measures to eliminate discrimination against women in the political and public life of the country”. 

The Beijing Platform for Action adopted in 1995, emphasised that “women’s equal participation in decision making is not only a demand for justice or democracy, but can also be seen as a necessary condition  for women’s interests to be taken into account. Without the perspective of women at all levels of decision-making, the goals of equality, development and peace cannot be achieved.” 

	
	

	5. Level of disaggregation
	N/A

	
	

	6. Data Sources (including any issues on (i) different definitions by source, and (ii) level of availability of the data)
	1. The data source for the proportion of seats in parliament   occupied by women can be found  at: 

http://mdgs.un.org/unsd/mdg/Host.aspx?Content=Data/snapshots.htm
(Select 

>data

>Country level data

>target 3.A

>seats held by women in national parliaments, percentage

2. Population data http://esa.un.org/unpd/wpp/Excel-Data/population.htm
This will give the population data for each country we operate in and which is to  be used for weighting 

	
	

	7. Data calculation (including any assumptions made)
	To be calculated by:

 - taking the latest available data on the proportion of seats in parliament occupied by women in countries where the EU has external action programmes from the database;

- multiplying this number by the total population for the country in that same year (using the medium fertility variant);
-adding together the above numbers for all the countries where the EU has external action programmes. This will give the first element of the proportion of seats in parliament  occupied by women;
- adding together the population of all the countries where the EU has external action programmes. This will give the second element for a weighted share of proportion of seats in parliament  occupied by women;
-dividing the first element by the second element. This will give the weighted average proportion of seats in parliament occupied by women.

	
	

	8. Worked examples*
*Example correct at the time of writing (Jan 2015)
	Bangladesh 

2014: proportion of seats in parliament occupied by women: 6.4% 

2014 population (using medium fertility variant) : 158,513,000 
Togo     

2014: proportion of seats in parliament occupied by women: 16.5% 
2014 population (using medium fertility variant) :  6,993,000
Weighted proportion of seats in parliament  occupied by women for Bangladesh and Togo:  
= (0.064*158,513,000+0.165*6,993,000)/
   (158,513,000+6,993,000) 

= 6.8% Weighted proportion of seats in parliament  occupied by women for Bangladesh and Togo


	
	

	9. Is it used by another organization or in the framework of international initiatives, conventions, etc? If so, which?
	· Inter Parliamentary Union: 
http://www.ipu.org/wmn-e/world.htm 

· Millennium Development Goal 3 includes the indicator of the proportion of seats held by women in national parliaments 

· UNDP uses it for its Results Framework. 

· OWG outcomes document suggest under goal 5: ensure women's full and effective participation and equal opportunities for leadership at all levels of decision-making in political, economic and public life. 

	
	

	10. Other issues
	


