EU Results Framework Indicator methodology note 
	1. Name of indicator
	Rate of net forest cover change

	
	

	2. Which sector (using Result Framework heading)
	Natural resources, environment and climate change

	
	

	3. Technical Definition 
	Forest change data measure tree cover loss, tree cover gain, or forest disturbance. “Tree cover” is defined as all vegetation taller than 5 meters in height. “Tree cover” is the biophysical presence of trees and may take the form of natural forests or plantations existing over a range of canopy densities
“Loss” indicates the removal or mortality of tree canopy cover and can be due to a variety of factors, including mechanical harvesting, fire, disease, or storm damage.

	
	

	4. Rationale (including which policy priority, and how is this indicator linked to that policy priority)
	Tackling global forest loss and degradation is high in the EU’s policy agenda. This is reflected by the 2003 EU FLEGT Action Plan, the 2008 European Commission Communication on deforestation and by the EC support to REDD+ process in the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC). 
The 2003 EU FLEGT Action Plan is the EU response to address illegal logging. The Action Plan combines measures in producer and consumer countries to facilitate trade in legal timber, and eliminate illegal timber from trade with the EU. It proposes support for timber producing countries, efforts to develop multilateral collaboration to tackle trade in illegal timber, support for private sector initiatives as well as measures to avoid investment in activities that encourage illegal logging. 

The 2008 European Commission Communication on deforestation (COM(2008)645) sets out the EU's response to the challenge of deforestation and climate change. The Communication sets the EU’s objective of halting global forest cover loss by 2030 and of reducing gross tropical deforestation by at least 50 % by 2020 compared to 2008 levels.

Deforestation and forest degradation are the second leading cause of C02 emissions (about 15%). In response, in 2005, the concept of reducing emissions from deforestation and forest degradation (REDD) emerged from the international climate change negotiations. It aims to create incentives for developing countries to reduce emissions from forested lands. It was later expanded to include conservation of forest carbon stocks, sustainable management of forests and enhancement of forest carbon stocks - REDD+. The EU Climate Change policy supports UNFCCC REDD+ processes as part of comprehensive national contributions, towards the 2015 Climate Agreement.
The indicator used is tree cover change rather than deforestation because the most accurate and relevant data available is expressed in tree cover change.


	
	

	5. Level of disaggregation
	A single global rate may be reported to provide a general, global overview.
It is feasible to disaggregate data by continent, or by biogeographic zone. 


	
	

	6. Data Sources (including any issues on (i) different definitions by source, and (ii) level of availability of the data)
	Global Forest Watch: 2000-2013 yearly available globally at 30 m spatial resolution
Source: http://www.globalforestwatch.org/countries 

(You will need to look at this in at least Google Chrome), then:
>Click on a country
>Download country stats

Form this spreadsheet look at:

> “Extent (2000) by country” for tree cover

> ”Loss (2001-201x) by country” for tree cover loss

	
	

	7. Data calculation (including any assumptions made)
	The data available from Global Forest Watch is expressed in number of hectares of tree cover (of greater than 25% canopy cover density) for every country.

The net tree cover change, using a 2000 baseline,  can be calculated for every country where the EU has external action programmes:
(Tree cover loss in year 2001- 201x)/ (Total tree cover in 2000) * 100


	
	

	8. Worked examples
	Mozambique:
Tree cover loss 2001- 2013 (25% canopy cover)=2035443
Tree cover 2000 (25% canopy cover)=37140393

Papua New Guinea

Tree cover loss 2001 - 2013 (25% canopy cover)=685195

Tree cover 2000 (25% canopy cover)=43157477

Tree cover loss for Mozambique and Papua New Guinea compared to the 2000 baseline
=(2035443+685195) / (37140393+43157477)

= 3.39%

	
	

	9. Is it used by another organization or in the framework of international initiatives, conventions, etc? If so, which?
	Several other organisations (FAO, UNEP, UNFCCC, CBDOECD, WB, REDD+ community) use deforestation rates as indicator, which is slightly different. But available data on deforestation is less precise and not updated on an annual basis 


	
	

	10.Other issues
	


