EU Results Framework Indicator methodology note 
	1. Name of indicator
	Proportion of population using an improved drinking water source


	
	

	2. Which sector (using Result Framework heading)
	Natural Resources, Environment and Climate Change

	
	

	3. Technical Definition 
	The proportion of the population using an improved drinking water source is the percentage of the population who use any of the following types of water supply for drinking: piped water into dwelling, plot or yard; public tap/standpipe; borehole/tube well; protected dug well; protected spring; rainwater collection and bottled water (if a secondary available source is also improved). It does not include unprotected well, unprotected spring, water provided by carts with small tanks/drums, tanker truck-provided water and bottled water (if secondary source is not an improved source) or surface water taken directly from rivers, ponds, streams, lakes, dams, or irrigation channels. 
This is an MDG indicator. 



	
	

	4. Rationale (including which policy priority, and how is this indicator linked to that policy priority)
	Use of an improved drinking water source is a proxy for measuring access to safe drinking water. Improved drinking water sources are more likely to be protected from external contaminants than unimproved sources either by intervention or through their design and construction. 
Greater access to improved drinking water sources has been an important objective in the EU developing policies of the past years as evidenced by the EU Water Initiative and, subsequently, with the creation of the ACP-EU Water Facility. Moreover the recent European Commission Communication “A decent life for all: ending poverty and giving the world sustainable future” underlines its value in the achievement of basic human development and inclusive and sustainable growth. 

	
	

	5. Level of disaggregation
	N/A

	
	

	6. Data Sources (including any issues on (i) different definitions by source, and (ii) level of availability of the data)
	1. The data for his indicator can be found in the UN MDG database: 
http://mdgs.un.org/unsd/mdg/data.aspx
Please select:

> Goal 7: Ensure environmental stability

> Target 7c: Halve, by 2015, the proportion without access to safe drinking water or basic sanitation

>Proportion of the population using  improved sanitation facilities, total 

2. UN Population data http://esa.un.org/unpd/wpp/Excel-Data/population.htm (using the "estimates" sheet. Where it is necessary to use population forecasts because estimates are not yet available, use the "median fertility" variant). This will give the population data that will be used for weighting.

	
	

	7. Data calculation (including any assumptions made)
	To be calculated by:

- taking the latest available proportion of population who are using an improved drinking water source for each country where the EU have external action programmes from the database;

- multiplying this number by the population for the country in that same year;
-adding together the above numbers for all the countries where the EU has external action programmes. This will give the first element for a weighted proportion of the population using improved drinking water sources;
-adding together the populations of all the countries where the EU has external action programmes for the same year as used above. This will give the second element for a weighted proportion of the population using improved drinking water sources
-dividing the first element by the second element. This will give the weighted average proportion of population using improved drinking water sources. 


	
	

	8. Worked examples*
Example correct at time of writing (Oct 2014)
	Papua New Guinea
2012: percentage of population using an improved water sources: 40% 

Population in 2012 : 7,167,010
Pakistan     

2012: percentage of population using an improved water sources: 91% 

Population in 2012 : 179,160,111
Weighted proportion of population using improved water sources for Papua New Guinea and Pakistan  
= (0.40*7,167,010+0.91*179,160,111)

   (7,167,010+179,160,111)

= 89% 


	
	

	9. Is it used by another organization or in the framework of international initiatives, conventions, etc? If so, which?
	This is an MDG indicator, which is used by all the interested UN agencies (WHO, UNICEF, UNDP, etc.) + WB + ADB + AfDB + most of the bilateral agencies involved in water and sanitation projects.

	
	

	10.Other issues
	


