EU Results Framework Indicator methodology note
	1. Name of indicator
	Number of elections supported by the EU where the electoral process is perceived by independent observers as free and fair.

	
	

	2. Which sector (using Result Framework heading)
	Good Governance

	
	

	3. Technical Definition 
	Elections in this indicator should be understood as relating to national parliamentary, presidential, or local elections as well as specific referendums in EU partner countries. 

Support to an election should be understood to include activities aimed at improving the quality of the electoral process such as the updating of voter registers, domestic electoral observation and support to electoral commissions. 

	
	

	4. Rationale (including which policy priority, and how is this indicator linked to that policy priority)
	The European Union’s commitment to democracy is articulated in the treaty (TEU article 21), and therefore a key component of its foreign policy. It is also part of the European Commission's Communication: Agenda for Change (2011), guiding EU development cooperation.

	
	

	5. Level of disaggregation
	N/A

	
	

	6. Data Sources (including any issues on (i) different definitions by source, and (ii) level of availability of the data)
	For the number of elections supported by the EU:
CRIS data on contracts related to support to elections, per country and by date (of the election) to avoid counting one election process which has been supported by several support contracts.
For the assessment of whether an election process is free and fair:
In the first instance, if available, go to statements by the EU election observation mission. 
Where EU election observation mission statements are not available, the delegation should look to the next best source, including statements by international organisations, regional organisations, domestic observation missions and/or civil society organisations.

	
	

	7. Data calculation (including any assumptions made)
	For data calculation, refer to point 3: Technical definition. The main assumption is that there will be an independent source to ascertain whether an election has been free and fair.
Care should be taken in instances where there is more than one election being supported in a given year. See point 8: "Worked example" for more details. 

	
	

	8. Worked examples
	Scenario 1:  Should both local and national elections in a country take place on the same date and citizens can vote in both with a single visit to the polling booth, support to this election should only be counted as one election. 

Scenario 2: Should there be a local election in a country that is being supported by the EU and a separate national referendum on a specific issue which is also receiving support from the EU, then these can both be counted and two elections supported should be reported.
Scenario 3: Should the EU support one election process with different interventions, for example by funding EU election observation missions and also funding the updating of the electoral register, the election should only be counted once.

	
	

	9. Is it used by another organization or in the framework of international initiatives, conventions, etc? If so, which?
	DFID uses a similar indicator counting number of elections and number of voters.

	
	

	10.Other issues
	


