	1. Name of indicator
	HIV prevalence among population aged 15-24 years 

	
	

	2. Which sector (using Result Framework heading)
	Health

	
	

	3. Technical Definition 


	The number of young women and men aged 15-24 years who are HIV infected expressed as percentage of the total population in that age group.


	
	

	4. Rationale (including which policy priority, and how is this indicator linked to that policy priority)
	This is a Millennium Development Goal Indicator for monitoring goal 6.

HIV and AIDS are a major public health problem in many countries and monitoring the course of the epidemic and impact of interventions is crucial. Since about 40% of all new HIV infections are among people 15-24 years old, this indicator was chosen as a proxy indicator for the rate of new infections (incidence rate) when the indicators for the Millennium Declaration were developed. 


	
	

	5. Level of disaggregation
	The indicator should be disaggregated by sex, when possible. 

	
	

	6. Data Sources (including any issues on (i) different definitions by source, and (ii) level of availability of the data)
	Yearly estimates are produced by the World Health Organization (WHO) and the Joint United Nations Programme on HIV/AIDS (UNAIDS). See http://www.unaids.org/sites/default/files/media_asset/UNAIDS_Gap_report_en.pdf
For the purpose of monitoring this indicator, additional raw data will be directly obtained from UNAIDS. 
Primary data source:

1. For generalised epidemics, antenatal clinic attendees and population based surveys are the primary sources of data.
Rational: Women and girls are affected disproportionately by HIV (especially in sub-Saharan Africa); they account for approximately 60 per cent of estimated HIV infections. 
These data are being collated using data from pregnant women attending antenatal clinics in HIV sentinel surveillance sites. Inclusion of HIV testing is being increasingly adopted by countries in household surveys like the Demographic and Health Surveys (DHS) and AIDS Indicator Surveys (AIS).
2. In concentrated and low level epidemics (where HIV prevalence in pregnant women is below 1 per cent), surveillance should focus on populations with high risk behaviours such as injecting drug users, men who have sex with men and sex workers. 


	
	

	7. Data calculation (including any assumptions made)
	The prevalence of HIV amongst young people can be calculated by dividing the number of cases of HIV among the population aged 15–24 years by the total population aged 15–24 and multiplying by 100.
For the purpose of aggregating data for the countries where the EU has external action programmes the following steps should be followed: 
- take the latest available prevalence rate for 15-24 year olds for each country where the EU has external action programmes from the UNAIDS database 
- multiply this number by the population of 15-24 year olds for the country in that same year in each country (drawing on raw data to be obtained directly from UNAIDS);
-add the above numbers for all the countries where the EU has external action programmes together. This will give the first element for a weighted HIV prevalence rate of 15-24 year olds;
-add together the population of 15-24 year olds from all the countries we work in. This will give the second element for a weighted HIV prevalence rate of 15-24 year olds;
-divide the first element by the second element. This will give the weighted HIV prevalence rate of 15-24 year olds.

	
	

	8. Worked examples*
*Example correct at the time of writing (Sept 2015) 
	DRC

2013 prevalence = 0.38

2013 Population aged between 15-24 =13,578,978
Zimbabwe
2013 prevalence=  5.31

2013 population aged between 15-24 = 3,186,819

Weighted rate for Zimbabwe and DRC

={(0.38*13,578,978)+(5.13*3,186,819})/(13,578,978+3,186,819) = 1.32


	
	

	9. Is it used by another organization or in the framework of international initiatives, conventions, etc? If so, which?
	This is an MDG indicator and is also used by many donors, including DFID and by GFATM.

	
	

	10. Other issues
	HIV prevalence among young people aged 15–24 years is a better proxy for monitoring overall HIV incidence than prevalence among people aged 15–49 years. Trends in HIV prevalence for older age groups are slow to reflect changes in HIV incidence because of the long average duration of HIV infection. However, comparable data for younger age groups are still limited, even as countries are increasingly collecting better data on young people, mainly by capturing data on young pregnant women attending antenatal clinics.


