EU Results Framework Indicator methodology note
	1. Name of indicator
	Literacy rate of 15-24 year-olds

	
	

	2. Which sector (using Result Framework heading)
	Education

	
	

	3. Technical Definition 
	The number of persons aged 15 to 24 years who can both read and write with understanding a short simple statement on their everyday life, divided by the population in that age group. Generally, ‘literacy’ also encompasses ‘numeracy’, the ability to make simple arithmetic calculations.
Source: 

http://www.uis.unesco.org/Library/Documents/eiguide09-en.pdf


	
	

	4. Rationale (including which policy priority, and how is this indicator linked to that policy priority)
	The Agenda for Change (2011) states as an overarching goal that "the EU should enhance its support for quality education to give young people the knowledge and skills to be active members of an evolving society". We have observed in the last years that "millions of children in developing countries are leaving school without basic skills" (European Commission Staff Working Document, More and Better Education in Developing Countries, SEC(2010)121). Consequently, measuring literacy rate of 15-24 year-olds is necessary to monitor the ultimate impact of our support to education systems. 


	
	

	5. Level of disaggregation
	Sex disaggregation required

	
	

	6. Data Sources (including any issues on (i) different definitions by source, and (ii) level of availability of the data)
	Data should be retrieved from UIS database: 

http://data.uis.unesco.org/
The literacy rate is not released each year since it is usually based on household surveys or population censuses that are not carried out every year.


	
	

	7. Data calculation (including any assumptions made)
	Literacy rates should be retrieved from the UNSD database (see section 6). 
Aggregation of data will follow the methodology used by UIS itself to calculate regional averages. UIS favours weighted averages "using [the] denominator as weight" (see: http://www.uis.unesco.org/Education/Documents/FAQ-education-statistics-rev5-en.pdf)
For the literacy rate, population data by age group (15-24 year-olds) can be retrieved from the UN Population division database (see: http://esa.un.org/unpd/wpp/Excel-Data/population.htm). (Use the "estimates" sheet. Where it is necessary to use population forecasts because estimates are not yet available, use the "median fertility" variant). This will give the population data that will be used for weighting.


	
	

	8. Worked examples*
Examples correct at the time of writing (Feb 2015)
	Literacy rates of 15-24 year-olds for Liberia and Zimbabwe are respectively 49.1 % (2006) and 90.9 % (2011). 
Using the nearest available data points to the year for which the literacy rate is available from the UN Population Division estimates for age group 15-24 gives: Liberia 645,409 (2005) and Zimbabwe 3,108,504 (2010). 
The weighted average literacy rates of 15-24 year-olds is  [(0.491*645,409)+(0.909*3,108,5040]/(645,409+3,108,5040*100

=85.5%


	
	

	9. Is it used by another organization or in the framework of international initiatives, conventions, etc.? If so, which?
	This indicator is currently used to monitor Education MDG 2 (indicator 2.3).
In the post-2015 framework, it is likely that literacy will continue to be monitored. The Muscat Agreement, adopted during the last Global Education for All meeting (2014), proposes as target 3: "By 2030, all youth and at least x% of adults reach a proficiency level in literacy and numeracy sufficient to fully participate in society, with particular attention to girls and women and the most marginalized."

This indicator is used by DFID in its Result framework.

	
	

	10.Other issues
	


