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Toolkit for Long Term Recovery
Haiti: Reconstruction for All
Introduction

The major re-organization and reconstruction following the devastating earthquake  that struck Haiti last January offer an important opportunity to actualize the inclusion of people with disabilities and other vulnerable populations by adapting the design of the built environment and a wide range of other activities, such as livelihoods, schooling, health  services, etc. Approximately 800,000 persons in Haiti were living with disabilities, including 200,000 children before the earthquake. An estimated 300,000 people were injured in the earthquake, many of whom will suffer long-term disabilities.
 Universal design experts concur that most adjustments needed to accommodate people with disabilities actually benefit everyone.
 With regards to the built environment, for example, it is far more cost-effective to modify the plans for a new building at the outset than to adapt an existing building to make it accessible
. On the other hand, Haiti and most donors involved have endorsed the Convention on Rights of Persons with Disabilities (CRPD). Particularly, CRPD Article 11 provides for the protection and safety of persons with disabilities in situations of risk, including the occurrence of natural disasters. Additionally, on the fundamental issue of accessibility (Article 9), the Convention requires countries to identify and eliminate obstacles and barriers and ensure that persons with disabilities can access their environment, transportation, public facilities and services, and information and communications technologies. In virtue of Article 32, State-Parties are to provide development assistance in efforts by developing countries to put the Convention into practice.
 In view of such a fundamental matter, the GPDD and allies are working together to raise awareness and contribute with useful information and tools in order to ensure that reconstruction efforts after Haiti earthquake involve people with disabilities during all stages and that all rebuilt and newly built infrastructure as well as medical, economic, educational and socio-economic services systems are fully accessible to and usable by people with disabilities.    
The members of the GPDD Working Group on Haiti Reconstruction have been the leaders in this initiative.  The goal of their efforts is to provide development partners, UN agencies, governments, and other stakeholders some useful and proactive planning strategies and tools to incorporate inclusive disaster recovery and reconstruction practices that benefit people with disabilities and other vulnerable populations. The guidelines and recommendations contained in the Toolkit are the first outputs of the ongoing work of the GPDD Working Group on Haiti Reconstruction under the coordination of GPDD Secretariat.
Structure of GPDD Working Group on Haiti Reconstruction
The GPDD Working Group on Haiti Reconstruction is comprised of DPO and NGO representatives, UN agency officers, government representatives, development partners, and others with specific training, interest, and experience in disability inclusive policies and practice. The Working Group meets periodically by email to discuss disability inclusive disaster aftermath and long term recovery considerations. The role of the Working Group has been to provide expert multi-disciplinary advice to major players in the reconstruction of Haiti. The GPDD Secretariat has facilitated these exchanges and consolidated their comments and inputs for the Toolkit, taking ultimate responsibility for its content. The group developed a mission statement at the beginning of 2010 which is currently under review to consider how the Working Group’s expertise and partnerships can also benefit other disaster struck developing nations.  

Focus of the Toolkit
Seven major thematic areas related to disability inclusive recovery and reconstruction were selected by the Working Group and developed as separate Power Point Presentations: 

•
Physical Environment (Chapter 1)
•
Livelihood, Employment and Social Protection (Chapter 2)
•
Transportation and Communication (Chapter 3)
•
Education (Chapter 4)
•
Health (Chapter 5)
•
Capacity Building of Disabled People Organizations (DPOs) (Chapter 6)
•
Organizational and Operational Issues (Chapter 7)
Although these seven topics are not comprehensive in regard to all aspects of including people with disabilities in recovery and reconstruction efforts, creating some useful expert-reviewed guidance documents in these areas could help to structure a more comprehensive approach to disaster management. In the Chapter devoted to Physical Environment there is basic information on the Haitian situation prior to and after the earthquake.

It is important to pay attention to slide-notes as many contain sources and other relevant information.

Final Considerations
Disability data in the toolkit is based on estimations and has not been consolidated given the lack of pertinent Statistics or studies. 
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This toolkit is a work in progress. Any suggestions or comments for its improvement should be sent to:


Maria Veronica Reina, GPDD Secretariat


� HYPERLINK "mailto:mvreina@law.syr.edu" �mvreina@law.syr.edu� cc � HYPERLINK "mailto:mreina@verizon.net" �mreina@verizon.net�














� Pan American Health Organization. 2010. Earthquake in Haiti. PAHO/WHO Situation Report on Health Activities Post Earthquake


�The Center for Universal Design, 2008. Universal Design History. � HYPERLINK "http://www.design.ncsu.edu/cud/about_ud/udhistory.htm" �http://www.design.ncsu.edu/cud/about_ud/udhistory.htm� 


� Depending on the type of building, providing full access facilities from the outset costs an average additional 1.12 percent. (Vakis, R. 2006. Complementing Natural Disasters Management: The Role of Social Protection. Social Protection Discussion Paper No 0543. Washington, DC: World Bank. social
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� United Nations. Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities � HYPERLINK "http://www.un.org/disabilities/default.asp?id=259" �http://www.un.org/disabilities/default.asp?id=259� 


 











