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NON STATE ACTORS AND LOCAL AUTHORITIES IN DEVELOPMENT 
Steps from exclusion to inclusion – achieving quality inclusive education for children with disabilities in China

Non State Actors and Local Authorities in Development is a European Union initiative that aims at strengthening the capacity of civil society organisations and local authorities as a pre-condition for a more equitable and open society through support to their “own initiatives”. 
Background
According to the Second China National Sample Survey on Disability (2006) (SCNSSD), there are an estimated 83 million disabled people in China, or 6.3% of the total population; almost 18% of households include disabled people. Persons with disabilities have limited access to formal education. The illiteracy rate of persons with disabilities above 15 years old is 43.29% (35.91 million), compared with an average of 6.72% for the total population. Statistics from the China Disabled People’s Federation (CDPF) in 2008 indicated that there were 2.46 million disabled children aged 6-14 in China. Of these children, over 37% could not enrol in school. The SCNSSD statistics show no significant difference between the genders in terms of rates of enrolment, literacy or other indicators.
Project Overall Objectives
The overall objective is to fulfil the right to basic education for disabled children in China.

Specific Objectives 
The specific objective is to pilot a replicable model of accessible, quality inclusive education in mainstream schools, supported by resources from special schools and the wider community.
Estimated Project Results
· Improved quality of and access to inclusive education for disabled children. 
· New mechanisms for technical support and transfer of expertise between mainstream and special schools.
· A more supportive environment for disabled children in families, schools and the wider community.
· Increased awareness and support for inclusive education amongst policy makers. 
Main Activities
Improved quality of, and access to, inclusive education for disabled children in mainstream schools
· Teacher training on learner centered teaching methodology.
· Teacher training for school management on building an effective environment in schools for children with disabilities.
· Training of resource teachers on supporting children with disabilities.
· Establish a core group of trainers for teachers.
· Develop training manuals and resource materials.
· Support children with disabilities to enroll and participate in inclusive education.
· Awareness raising for schools of inclusive education.
· Awareness raising for parents and communities.
New mechanisms for technical support and transfer of expertise between mainstream and special education schools (SES)
· Set up resource centers.
· Mapping and allocation of SES teachers to mainstream schools.
· Training/orientation of SES teachers.
· SES teachers monitor and offer technical support to resource teachers in mainstream schools.
Supportive environment for children with disabilities in families, schools and the wider community
· Developing a friendly and inclusive environment in schools.
· Interactive workshops between parents, children and schools.
· Building interaction and friendship through peer supporting groups.
Increased awareness and support for inclusive education amongst policy makers and the public
· Baseline survey of inclusive education practice in project areas. 
· National Survey on inclusive education.
· Developing and promoting policies and guidelines to replicate the model.
· Workshops/fora to facilitate interaction between policy makers and children’s groups and present findings of child-led research.
· Organising public and media events to advocate for inclusive education.
· Launch a ‘No Discrimination in School’ media campaign.
· Experience-sharing seminars and study visits, end of the visit meeting
· Advocacy strategies to influence government policy and practice.
Project activities started in December 2009.
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