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NON STATE ACTORS AND LOCAL AUTHORITIES IN DEVELOPMENT
IMPROVING PARTICIPATION AND CAPACITY OF DISABLED CHILDREN AND YOUTH IN CHINA

Non State Actors and Local Authorities in Development is a European Union initiative that aims at strengthening the capacity of civil society organisations and local authorities as a pre-condition for a more equitable and open society through support to their “own initiatives”. 

Background

Services for the disabled in China are largely a responsibility of the Government, with very few grassroot organisations working for the disabled population. Services tend to focus more on medical rehabilitation then on social and vocational rehabilitation. As a consequence, the services provided may be inadequate to respond to the needs of the disabled population.
Project Overall Objectives

The overall objective of this project is to empower disabled children and youths aged between 16 and 25 to gain equal human rights and opportunities and to contribute to eliminating the root causes of poverty for disabled children and youths.
Specific Objectives 

The project aims at strengthening the capacity of five organisations led by disabled youths and children in China. The project will help facilitate their greater participation in decision-making on sustainable development strategies and actions aimed at poverty reduction that affect disabled people. It will also increase their ability to coordinate with local governments to provide basic services and to improve their advocacy skills.

Estimated Results

· Five organisations led by disabled youths effectively managing themselves.

· Rights into Action groups (RIAs) successfully coordinating with local governments to provide basic services to disabled children and their families. 

· A network of disabled children and youths actively advocating the rights of the disabled.
Main Activities
· Training and other capacity building activities for organisational and individual development.
· Improvement of the range and quality of service provision by RIAs in community based rehabilitation and psycho-social approaches.
· Developing effective joint planning between NSAs and LAs; establishment of organisations, including the RIAs and parents groups, and documenting a "model" approach for replication.
· Tackling exclusion and discrimination through awareness raising and use of radio broadcasts.
· Beneficiary-led research and advocacy for better implementation of law, policy and international human rights instruments.
       
Project activities started in January 2009. 
Contact Details in the EU Delegation
Francesca Ciccomartino

Project Officer

Francesca.ciccomartino@eeas.europa.eu


















Duration�
42 months, from 2009-2012�
�
Beneficiary countries�
China�
�
EC Grant�
691,045.00 EURO�
�
Partner Contribution�
518,283.75 EURO�
�
Implementing Agency�
Save The Children （Local Counterpart: Rights Into Action for Youth with Disabilities）�
�
Location�
Anhui Province, Xinjiang Uyghur Autonomous Region, Sichuan Province, Beijing Municipality �
�
EU Delegation Contact Person�
Francesca Ciccomartino�
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